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Circular No. (16) of Year 2024 Regarding:
The Hull Identification Number (HIN) for Vessels

Issue Date: 19/08/2024

To: All Concerned Parties (Vessels’ Yards & Manufacturers,

and Vessels’ Owners)

Dear Customers,

As part of our ongoing efforts to enhance safety and
responsibility in the maritime sector, and in accordance with the
legislation in force in the Emirate of Dubai, and The Executive
Council Resolution No. (11) of 2013 Issuing the Implementing
Bylaw of Law No. (11) of 2010 Concerning the Licensing of
Vessels in the Emirate of Dubai as amended, the Dubai Maritime
Authority (DMA) hereby emphasizes that it is mandatory to
adhere to the Hull Identification Number (HIN) requirements
referred to in this circular when registering and licensing of
vessels under DMA; to enhance the ability to verify marine
crafts and their safety and the integration of the industry in

general.

The vessel’s owner or manufacturer or importer must identify
each vessel with unique hull identification numbers (HINs) in
the specified format as required by DMA. Registration or
licensing will not be granted unless the vessel complies with
(HIN) requirements where existing vessel owners must verify
and update their (HIN) information as needed, and as

illustrated in the below enclosed Annex.

¢ Inspections and Verification:

- DMA Surveyors/inspectors will verify  (HIN)
compliance during routine inspections and any
discrepancies or missing (HINs) will be reported

promptly for necessary action.

Page 1 of 4

info@pcfc.ae

P.O. Box 2001, Dubai, U.A.E. | 6aaiollauyclicljloll1a.2001 .. 0

2024/08/19 :3slis 300

dyndl Jilwoll miasy cly Golo>l) duzall BLLY gz I
(&l Slgll &rlag

w3 Llolzia

wsoonll glhdll (3 ddosaally dodlol jyiwil 8raiaall Lrsgz slb]
ozl )5 sa> Loigs Lazes 43 Brlel & dpslasdl olmyy i) Tadg
085 Heilall &iaill dxiUl Hla ol 2013 &l (11) 08, (sigaill
@dlyaziy 3 Blol 3 Ayl Blwsll parssi oliy 2010 diwd (11)
08 Oldbaioy 3,83l 5y950 e 3855 (daladl) &yl s dalw o8
a3l e sie ppasidl a9 4l LEWI(HIN) ol Cayyms
Loyl Sl woll Bo il dlSo] Syjmd) Lyl JSL sl 4518

ple Sty deluall JolSSs lazoslog

syoiaall ol dzimnll dgal ol @yl dews)l e Lle o LS
(HINS) 8500 03 Cayes ool dlawg JS s WJlgndl oy
Pl pxe Jl> 35 sdbludl Jd oo wolbio oo oS sl JSly
gyl Jilawgll &5 Gagss3 of Juzas e daslgall 05 o) 66 elliy
05 Oleglze (3o Gaxil Gad bl &padl JSlawsll Sle Lle iy LaS
o oS lghaniy o dolal &l Jilwsll (HIN) oadl cayyss

- £ -t
Y Y|

:8ixdly giiadl e

oMl g5 08) Blb o Bnilly Al iibe poliew -
e sl 05 > 3o Aol Giuiaill Sllac LS (HIN)
(HIN) o3 Cansss 08y 929 pac gl dilae pac oill>
e ) Aol lelyzdl 3] s dgyondl Ageosl)
Sldhiall JUiedls glosl

Call Center 800 990 iUl jA)0

D O O @pcfc_dubai | www.pcfc.ae



o—33 d—0gS>
GOVERNMENT OF DUBAI

e Reporting and Documentation:

- DMA emphasizes the necessity that Vessels’ Yards and
Manufacturers issue the Builder Certificate for the
Vessel so as it includes the (HIN) in accordance with
the requirements of this circular.

- Vessels’ Yards and Manufacturers are advised to
maintain accurate records of (HIN) assignments for
each vessel.

- Owners should keep their (HIN) documentation readily

available for inspection.

All Vessels’ Yards & Manufacturers subject to the
implementation of this Circular, shall promptly contact DMA via

email: MRD.LICENSING@PCFC.AE to specify unique code of

the manufacturer (three digits) as mentioned in the enclosed
Annex, within a period of maximum two weeks from this

circular date of issuance.

We appreciate your constant cooperation with us and your
efforts to serve the public interest and optimize the use of

resources and infrastructure in the Dubai Emirate.

For any related queries and support, you may contact:

Email: info@pcfc.ae
Contact Centre: 800990

Dubai Maritime Authority

Ports, Customs and Free Zone Corporation
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“Dubai Maritime Authority (DMA) - Circular’'s Technical Annex”

Vessels’ Hull Identification Number Technical Requirements:

1. Scope of Application and Responsibilities:

1.1. New Vessels Built Locally: for the new vessels being built locally, it is the responsibility of vessel’s
manufacturer to comply with these circular requirements in case the vessel is intended to be registered and
licensed under DMA.

1.2. Existing Vessels (Regardless of Place of Build): For existing vessels, irrespective of their place of build, it is
the responsibility of vessel’s owner to comply with these circular requirements in case the vessel is or will be
registered and licensed under DMA. If any discrepancies are identified, the manufacturers should assist the
owners in rectifying them. In case the vessels’ owners are facing difficulties in identifying the manufacturer,
DMA shall be approached to assign the (b) & (c) Codes stated in point 2 below as deemed appropriate.

1.3. Imported Vessels (New or Existing): for the imported vessels regardless new or existing, it is
the responsibility of vessel's importer to comply with these circular requirements in case the
vessel will be registered and licensed under DMA.

1.4. Foreign Builders: with respect to foreign builders, the DMA requires a local-based importer to add a second
proper HIN in line with this circular if an imported vessel has a foreign assigned HIN that doesn’t meet the
DMA specified requirements.

1.5. In all cases, the DMA accepts the HIN that meets the requirements of ISO Standard 10087:2022.
2. Hullldentification Number for the vessel as required by DMA shall consist of 14 consecutive characters

plus a hyphen as specified in 2. (a) to 2. (e) without intervening spaces, slashes, or dashes (see HIN
Example herein) and the following elements in the following order:

(a) The first two characters, followed by a hyphen, designate the code of the country of the manufacturer as
specified in the Alpha-2 code in ISO 3166-1:2020.

(b) The next three characters are the unique manufacturer’s identification code. This code may be proposed by
the manufacturer and approved by the DMA. These characters may consist of numerals and/or letters, except
for the numerals 0 and 1.

(c) The following five characters indicate the unique serial number for each individual vessel (five digits) assigned
by the manufacturer for identification of the vessel and used only once by that manufacturer; however, the
same combination of characters may be used also by another manufacturer with the distinctive element being
the combination with the unique code of manufacturer and the country code of the manufacturer; The serial
number may consist of numerals and/or letters,gxcgnt for the letters I, O and Q.
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(d) The following two characters, are the month and year of production; (two digits) The month of manufacture
shall be coded according to Table 1
Table 1 — Codes representing month of manufacture.

Month Code Month Code Month Code
January A May E September |
February B June F October J

March C July G November K

April D August H December L

The month and year of manufacture date shall be no earlier than the date of construction or
when assembly began and no later than the date the vessel leaves the place of manufacture or
assembly or is placed on the market. The month of manufacture shall be indicated by the code
from Table 1, the year of manufacture shall be identified by the last numeral of the production
year.

(e) model year (two digits) which corresponds to the year when the specific vessel is intended to be
placed on the market.
NOTE: The model year assigned to a specific vessel is a period of twelve months that can extend
across two calendar years. The manufacturer decides which of these is the model year.

HIN EXAMPLE: AE-ABC12345J324

WHERE:
Manufacturer’s Month & Year Model
Country code identification Serial number of manufacture year
(@ (b) (3] (d) (e)

AE - ABC 12345 J3 24

NOTE Spacing between characters shown in the figure above is for clarity purposes only. Actual
identification number has no spaces as illustrated in the example. Only capital letters of the
Latin alphabet shall be utilized.

3. The PLACEMENT of the HIN depends on the type of vessel (and hull configuration), in all cases a valid
HIN shall be permanently affixed to the hull or structure so that it should be clearly visible and easily
accessible. The SIZE of the HIN shall be at least 10 millimeter in height.

4. The HIN ATTACHMENT: each HIN must be carved, burned, molded, or otherwise permanently affixed so
that alteration or removal will be obvious. A HIN on a separate plate must be affixed so that removal of
the plate will cause damage to the surrounding area. For instance — a HIN plate would be attached with a
strong adhesive in addition to rivets.
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